District II Report
2016 Weekends Held 
      

Northern Illinois (Rockford)

November 11-13; Garden Hotel, South Beloit, Illinois 
7 couples encountered including two ELCA Clergy couples (one male, one female clergy -- two couples)

 2 presenting couples 
C I A

April 1-3, Quality Inn & Suites, Peoria, IL 61614

11 coupes encountered

3 presenting couples No Clergy Couples 
St. Louis
April 22-24; Holiday Inn, Route 66, St. Louis, MO.  

7 couples encountered

3 presenting couples  No Clergy Couples
D/FW
July 22-24; Wyndham Dallas Suites – Park Central, Dallas, TX
4 couples encountered

3 presenting couples  No Clergy Couples
 

2016 Weekends Cancelled
Northern Illinois (Rockford)

April 22, 2016, Garden Hotel, South Beloit, Illinois; only two couples registered -- one went on the Central Illinois weekend a week later; the other came on the November weekend

C I A

October 1-3, Quality Inn & Suites, Peoria, IL 61614

Low Registrations
St. Louis
November 4-6, Holiday Inn, Route 66, St. Louis, MO
Hotel withdrew contract

D/FW
April29-May 1, Wyndham Dallas Suites – Park Central, Dallas, TX

Low Registrations

November 11-13, Wyndham Dallas Suites – Park Central, Dallas, TX

Low Registrations

2017 Weekend Dates

Northern Illinois (Rockford)
November 10-12

Garden Hotel
South Beloit, Illinois
C I A
March 31 – April 2
Quality Inn & Suites
4112 N. Brandywine Drive

Peoria, IL 61614

October 13-15
Quality Inn & Suites
4112 N. Brandywine Drive

Peoria, IL 61614

St. Louis
April 28-30 
Sojourn Retreat Center, 

8350 Hwy 30, Dittmer, MO 63023
November 10-12

Sojourn Retreat Center, 

8350 Hwy 30, Dittmer, MO 63023
D/FW
April 21-23 

Wyndham Dallas Suites – Park Central, Dallas, TX

7800 Alpha Road

Dallas, TX 75240
August 4-6

Location to be determined.  

Attempting to hold a non-residential Weekend at a retreat center

November 3-5
Wyndham Dallas Suites – Park Central, Dallas, TX

7800 Alpha Road

Dallas, TX 75240
 

Updates to District Leadership Rosters

Please find our District II Leadership Roster attached.

   

ARE YOU OR A REPRESENTATIVE FROM YOUR DISTRICT ABLE TO ATTEND AT THOSE DATES AND TIMES?  
John and Connie Heins and Roger & Chris Williams plan to attend
 

In what ways are you currently publicizing Weekends in your District?  
Northern Illinois (Rockford)
The Northern Illinois area was have two active circles and a few other encountered couples to a meeting where each couple took 2 or three churches to contact personally, encouraging regular bulletin announcements, brochures in obvious locations, offering information moments, and checking if they were receiving the e-mail blasts; also several made personal invitations to friends, family, clergy, and neighbors which brought in three of the couples;  we mailed brochures to other Wisconsin and northern Illinois churches and know this brought in one of the couples from Green Bay and possibly a second couple from Greendale (One couple came after making an e-mail search and found godlovesmarriage.org]

C I A


In addition to the e-blast, CIA sends out an additional mailer with the information as well.  Les & Penny Wright are still sending articles to multiple local newspapers (rural area with many community newspapers) with some success.  They have had recent opportunities to have radio and television interviews prior to their Weekends as well.



A Marriage Encounter booth was manned at the Synod Convention to achieve some contact with Clergy and key church workers.

An Evening of Romance is being planned before the April Weekend to try to reach more couples.
St. Louis
    
We set up a table at the Missouri District Pastor's Conference promoting a weekend to area Clergy Couples

    
Actively working on updating our church contacts so that eblasts and bulletin announcements will be used

    
Actively promoting God Loves Marriage logo so that it becomes more familiar in the Church community

D/FW

A romantic dinner and movie night was held (planned, supported, and implemented by community couples and their families) on Valentines weekend.  12 couples attended.  3 of which were Lutheran Clergy.  We served a freshly prepared pasta dinner, offered a short LME invitation, and showed the movie “Old Fashioned.”  

A good bit of interest was shown by the couples with three registering for the upcoming April Weekend.  Unfortunately, registrations were too low to hold the Weekend, and two of the couples have lost interest in attending.  We continue to follow-up with those who registered as well as those attending the dinner, but with the cancellation of the November Weekend as well, we have a credibility gap with the couples.
The D/FW community is actively seeking clergy support for LME.  In September, we hosted a similar event for clergy couples in one of the prominent Circuit in north Dallas.  We called it “Valentines in September.” Attendance was not what we had hoped for, but those who attended appreciated the evening and encouraged us to do it again next year and promised to help persuade the other Pastors in the Circuit to attend.
We have offered to host movie nights or romantic dinners for a number of churches for Valentines and/or World Marriage Day.  We will follow-up after New Years and schedule as many as possible.

One church in particular is very interested in getting a Marriage Ministry actively and has asked for our help, resources, and guidance in doing so.

Share, as an attachment, any Weekend Evaluations currently in use in your District.  
Northern Illinois (Rockford)
See attached: used for first time in November -- people made comments under the happy and sad faces -- comments were made in both columns.
No other Areas in District II are using surveys.

 
What are you currently doing/offering to get people actively involved in the ministry post-Weekend?  
Northern Illinois (Rockford)
We are phoning newly encountered who live near the two active circles in our area and inviting them to our next meeting -- November 20; we will continue to ask people to do various jobs in bringing off the next weekend.  Our area meeting was most effective in getting people involved.
We also plan a Marriage Vow renewal with hand fasting and chocolate reception on Feb. 11, to celebrate National Marriage Week and to invite for ME as each one is invited to bring guests and we will show DVD and answer questions.
C I A


Each year a community picnic is held to get families together.  An annual Christmas party is usually effective in getting community together.  Cards signed by all who attend circle meetings are sent to community couples experiencing loss or illness, or a joyous occasion like the birth of a child or grand-child.

D/FW

We are holding Journey Meetings fairly regularly.  We provide sitters and we have a meal together.  We allow time for socializing, as well as a 10/10.  This meeting becomes our Renewal Meeting after a Weekend.  They are attended by as many as 10 couples, usually including some of the newly encountered for the prior Weekend.  

Unfortunately, many of our recent Weekend couples have come from 150 or more miles away and we struggle to find ways to keep them engaged.


We are currently working on an overnight event for encountered couples.  A local retreat center looks favorable for a location.
 
Share ideas of things you'd like to try to get couples/families involved.
 
Northern Illinois (Rockford)
We have done family picnic/fun events and may do so in the future.
D/FW

We are working to schedule events such as picnics, ball game outings, etc. to attract families.


We provide on site sitters for any event we hold in order to make the event available for younger couples.


Nothing makes an event more appealing than having a meal together so we usually include that when appropriate.

 
Are your Areas' Presenters or their representatives faithfully contacting couples following Weekends? 
All Areas in District II are trying to keep contact post-weekend.

If so, how?  (Phone, email/USPS, etc.) 
   
Phone, e-mail, e-blasts, and USPS as called for.           

 

Have you identified your potential leadership couples to attend the 2017 ILME Family Reunion (with partial scholarship if needed)?  
  
 
None have been identified as of yet.  We will reassess after Advent as we re-visit Reunion publicity.
Do you currently communicate regularly with your Area Leadership Teams outside of District Meetings?
Not as we should, or would like to, but we are working on a method to make that more frequent and effective.
  

Are all of your Areas still hosting or regularly attempting to host Weekends? 

Northern Illinois (Rockford)

YES


CIA




YES


St. Louis



YES


D/FW




YES
 
What Post-Weekend community activities do you offer in your District?  Please list all Areas in your District and note what is done in each Area.  
See 2.D. Above
                     
 

Respectfully Submitted by;
Roger & Chris Williams

John & Connie Heins

Chris & Cheryl Bates

